Message from Tim
The County Fair was a great success! While overall fair attendance was slightly down, 4H involvement was full of excitement and lots of fun. The general projects had many great entries this year, with the public being as impressed as usual at all the great things 4-H'ers have done throughout the year.
Both Livestock and Horse shows went smoothly and the hard work put into the animals showed. I was fortunate enough to be able to judge the horse costume contest and I am still telling people about the awesome entries, both riders and horses. And what about that horse barn? Great job everyone did in decorating. The superhero theme was a great choice.
Despite the "no live birds" rule from the state due to the Avian Flu, we still had strong participation in poultry this year and some great trips to State Fair awarded for them.
I also want to take a moment and thank all the volunteers and support staff for all of their hard work during the week, and the time it took to prepare. A LOT of work goes into making the fair a success.
The only negative feedback I heard about the whole event was that Lydia Herbertz didn't make twice as much of her scrumptious dessert during Food Review!
Tim Caines, SSLC 4-H Program Coordinator

State Fair Project Drop Off
For everyone showing at State Fair this year, please have your projects at the 4H office at 2503 Rice Lake Road by August 17th to make sure they get taken down. I am going to be there this year for both the general and livestock judging. See you there!
State Fair
Congratulations to our trip winners!
Approximately thirty 4-H'ers from South St. Louis County will be traveling to the State Fair with their 4-H projects. Eight of those members will be bringing down Livestock projects and four will participate in the State Horse show. The remaining members will be participating in conference judging for their General Projects. The majority will stay in the 4-H "Hilton" at the State Fair for 2-4 nights. If you are attending the State Fair this year be sure to look for our fabulous 4-H'ers' projects on display in the 4-H building. 2015 218-733-2873 | www.4-H.umn.edu 
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County Fair Premium Checks
Checks were mailed out the week of July 27. Please cash your checks within 30 days as they may be cancelled after that time. If you have any errors please notify the office by August 5
th via E-MAIL ONLY to deroches@stlouiscountymn.gov. If you are missing a premium you can still cash the incorrect check. We will issue supplementary checks after verifying any discrepancies.
Message from Dorothy
Dear 4-H families and volunteers, It is fair season again, and I know many of you are preparing to participate in 4-H at your county fairs this summer. I know you, like I, enjoy seeing the wonderful accomplishments of our youth.
For the third year, we will be live streaming some of our 4-H events at the Minnesota State Fair! Our goal is to provide a way for 4-H families and friends who are unable to come to the fair to see some of the 4-H fun from home. The live stream is provided on the internet, so you can watch from computers, laptops, smart phones or any mobile device with internet service. Here is the live stream event line-up: The Arts-In performance recording will be available on our website and on the Minnesota 4-H Youtube channel after the fair is over. State fair winners and families, volunteers, staff and all fairgoers interested in 4-H will find it useful. Download it from the iTunes or Google Play store.
If you don't have a smart phone, you can receive these messages on your cell phone by texting "Follow MN4HAnnounce" to 40404. Text "STOP" when you want them to stop. These accounts are active during the state fair.
To join a conversation about 4-H, use the Twitter app and follow MN4H. 
Thanks to the Northern Lights
4-H scholarship opportunities
High school seniors and college students --check out the Minnesota Livestock Breeders Association Scholarship (MLBA) and Minnesota State Fair Scholarship Program (formally known as Hallberg Scholarship) opportunities at www.extension.umn.edu/youth/scholarships/.
Minnesota 4-H is again hosting "Chef for a Day Cook-Off!"
The Chef for a Day Cook-Off will be held during all state fair encampments, and open to all 4-H state fair exhibitors. Each county will provide a team of 3-5 exhibitors for a two hour program during livestock encampment and every general encampment. The first hour will include an educational activity, and the second hour will be the Chef for a Day Cook-Off! All equipment will be supplied as well as all of the meat, and some possible ingredients. Teams may bring additional ingredients but note that no refrigeration is supplied. There will be no morning assignments --but there will be prizes! 
4-H summer employment opportunities
4-H Volunteer Training 24/7
4-H has a comprehensive and multi-format system of training and support for the thousands of volunteers who deliver 4-H youth development programs to young people across the state. Much of that training is provided face-to-face. But we know that providing some training opportunities online will help our volunteers more easily access the training and resources they need, when they need it. Minnesota 4-H offers a series of dynamic, interactive 30-minute online training modules to help volunteers build their skills and knowledge from home at any time of the day or night. Check out current online volunteer training topics: 
